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Providing a seamless learning journey 
from our Early Learning School to Year 
13, ACG Parnell is a truly remarkable 
school.

Set across four campuses, our school allows students 
to move through educational settings designed to 
maximise learning and personal growth. A young 
person’s time with us culminates at our unique pre-
university campus for Years 12 and 13 students. 
We are proud to offer the internationally-respected 
Cambridge A-Level pathway, enabling our students 
to achieve entry into the finest universities in New 
Zealand and around the world.

At our heart lies a focus on high academic 
achievement for all students. This is achieved within 
an aspirational and respectful culture where personal 
excellence is a core value. School life is carefully 
designed to foster growth through accepting 
individual responsibility and developing in our students 
a wholehearted approach to everything they do. 
Students are encouraged to not only aspire to 
academic excellence but also to immerse themselves 
in the dynamic programme of opportunities provided, 
including sports, drama, music, debating, leadership, 
and an extensive array of interest clubs. 

We believe that educating boys and girls together is 
highly beneficial to our young people, allowing them 
to develop skills, tolerance and the ability to work 
well in mixed teams. Furthermore, our diverse and 
multicultural student body encourages our students to 

develop their understanding of other peoples, cultures 
and nations, and this better positions them to be 
positive and productive global citizens. 

ACG Parnell is characterised by our outstanding 
people – motivated students, supportive families 
and dedicated teachers. The excellent relationships 
between staff and students can be seen in our 
school environment, which is both stimulating and 
challenging and yet safe, nurturing and respectful. 

Our teachers are highly skilled subject specialists, 
passionate about what they do, and they gain 
immense pleasure from working with our students. 
Just as ACG Parnell is a school of choice for students 
and their parents, skilled teachers seek us out as they 
search for a rewarding, stimulating and well-resourced 
environment in which to hone their craft. Students 
and parents often speak appreciatively of how our 
teachers go above and beyond for their students, 
whether it be fostering passion and creativity in the 
classroom, developing perseverance and independence 
in students’ approach to their studies, or running 
extracurricular activities for students.

Out of this commitment arises a deep-seated culture 
of commitment, care, respect and loyalty that makes 
our school such an outstanding place for teaching and 
learning. 

Welcome to ACG Parnell 
Damian Watson | Principal
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Our teachers are highly skilled subject 
specialists, passionate about what they 
do, and they gain immense pleasure from 
working with our students.

“

”
ACG Parnell is proud to be an Inspired school. Inspired is a leading 
global premium schools group operating across Europe, Asia-Pacific, 
Africa, the Middle East, and Latin America. Currently educating over 
55,000 students, its international network of 70 outstanding schools 
delivers proven best practice to ensure world-class learning. 

What this means for you 
As a co-educational, independent group, Inspired and ACG Parnell aim 
to help students achieve their maximum potential in a well-balanced 
and nurturing academic environment. 

Promoting a holistic educational experience, we believe in empowering 
students with the knowledge, attitudes and beliefs they require to 
embrace the challenges of their future. We focus on identifying and 
developing the individuality and talents of all students, building their 
confidence and equipping them to take on the world with the skills and 
self-assurance to ensure success. 

For ACG Parnell, Inspired’s global reach allows us to offer considerable 
benefits to both our students and staff. This includes the opportunity 
to enjoy international exchanges and summer programmes in many 
Inspired schools. 

Through Inspired, the principal and teachers at ACG Parnell have 
access to educational leaders at the forefront of ideas. Sharing best 
international practice, knowledge, resources and training, ensures we 
remain on the cutting edge of educational innovation. 

As an Inspired school, ACG Parnell continues to deepen our 
commitment to an international outlook, preparing our students for 
tomorrow’s world.



O
ur

 S
ch

oo
l

Our three  
pillars

We prioritise our academic
studies and seek to be curious,
inquisitive and to enjoy
learning. Academic excellence
leads us to be creative and
successful.

ACG Parnell values lie at
the heart of our attitudes,
conduct and conversations.
They underpin our efforts to
be wholehearted in all that we
do, and to accept responsibility
willingly.

We want students to
dream, to lift their heads
up and seek an exciting
future.

Academic

Early Learning School  3 months–5 years

• Structured learning

• Reggio Emilia inspired educational philosophy

• Focus on school readiness

• Expert early childhood teachers

• Centrally located and modern facilities

• In-house catering

• Priority entrance into our Primary School

Primary School Years 1–6

• Focus on literacy and numeracy

• Specialised subjects: music, art, physical education, 

science, humanities, languages

• Cambridge Primary programme

• Regular homework to consolidate learning

• Clubs and activities

• Safe, welcoming environment

• Individualised support

• Leadership opportunities

Middle School  Years 7–10

• Specialist teaching in all subjects

• Flexible courses

• Accelerated learning programmes

• Regular homework

• Comprehensive reports twice a year

• Subject-specific classroom facilities

• Extracurricular opportunities in sports 

and the arts

• Leadership opportunities

Senior School  Years 11–13

• Focus on ensuring a high level of academic 

success and future pathways

• Specialist teaching

• Support and mentorship from teachers

• Leadership opportunities

• Depth and breadth of subject knowledge

• Variety of subject options

• Cambridge IGCSE programme (Year 11)

• Cambridge A-Level programme 

• University application support

• Career support

Wholehearted No limits



A comprehensive academic education 
makes a strong foundation for a bright 
future. 

The curriculum at ACG Parnell is designed to 
capture the vast range of ideas and knowledge 
in the world and bring it to students to discover, 
interpret and use in their future lives. We expose 
our students to a global pool of knowledge – 
mathematics, science, music, languages, technology, 
the arts, humanities and so much more. 

ACG Parnell is proud to offer the highly regarded 
Cambridge International curriculum. This 
comprehensive programme encourages students 
to think of themselves as citizens of the world, 
and acquire the skills and knowledge they need to 
navigate their future.

Cambridge Pathway programme 
Beginning with the Cambridge Primary curriculum, 
students follow a ‘pathway’ through to College where 
they study the flexible Cambridge IGCSE and A-Level 
programmes. 

Cambridge Pathway qualifications are internationally 
recognised as being high-quality, leading-edge 
qualifications that equip students with the deep 
subject knowledge required to succeed at university and 
beyond. 

The curriculum offers a variety of routes for students 
with a wide range of abilities, including those whose 
whose first language is not English.

Early Learning
(3 months to 5 years)

Years 1–6
(5 to 11 years old)

Years 7–10
(11 to 16 years old)

Years 11–13
(16 to 18 years old)

The Early Learning School has a 
structured learning programme 
inspired by the Reggio Emilia 
educational philosophy and offers 
an enriched curriculum where 
our core staff are supported by 
specialists in music, dance and 
drama.

A broad curriculum combining 
elements of the Cambridge 
Primary programme and the New 
Zealand Curriculum:

An academic programme building 
on the Years 1 to 6 curriculum with 
the addition of public speaking. 

All subjects are taught by specialist 
teachers.

In Year 11, students choose five 
to six IGCSE subjects (see the 
Secondary School Subjects page 
for a full list).

Students focus on the world-
class, internationally recognised 
two-year Cambridge A-Level 
programme.

A wide variety of subject  
options are available (see the 
Secondary School Subjects page 
for a full list).

• English
• Languages 
• Humanities
• Science
• ICT
• Mathematics 

• Art
• Music
• Physical education
• Dance
• Drama

Working towards
• Primary School readiness

Working towards
• Years 5 and 6 examinations

Working towards
• Years 7 to 10 examinations  

(two per year)
• Cambridge IGCSE qualification 

(Year 11)
• Preparation for Senior School

Working towards
• Cambridge A-Level  

qualification

• Preparation for tertiary  
study
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Your child’s formative years are, by definition, the most critical years 
in their life. The knowledge and behaviours they develop at this 
crucial stage form the basis for all future learning and development.

Nurturing the  
early years

Learning and teaching
The Early Learning School has a structured 
learning programme inspired by the Reggio 
Emilia educational philosophy. It offers an 
enriched curriculum where our core staff are 
supported by specialist teachers in music, dance 
and drama.

Specialist teachers
Our Early Learning teachers are all highly 
qualified specialists in their field, with a clear 
passion for education and demonstrated 
expertise in child development. We have 
a rhythm for the day, rather than a strict 
timetable, which allows the flexibility for each 
child to follow those moments when they are 
filled with wonder and curiosity or are intensely 
focussed and engrossed in their learning.

Primary School readiness
Our expert teachers maintain a rich classroom 
environment where students are challenged to 
learn and explore to ensure their readiness for 
school. Children are also taught that respect for 
everyone else is important.

Early Learning students will have priority 
entrance into ACG Parnell’s Primary School.
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We establish a strong foundation for your child’s future learning, 
concentrating on getting the fundamentals right: building confidence 
and creativity, instilling good habits and engendering an enjoyment 
of school and a love of learning.

Building a strong
foundation

The Cambridge-based Primary 
programme is our core curriculum, 
focusing on developing foundational 
skills in numeracy, literacy and science.

Learning designed for your child
Our expository teaching and learning approach is 
based on a well-balanced, structured timetable, 
underpinned by our strong school values.

Students eat and play with their peers during 
the two breaks, either in our indoor/outdoor play 
and recreational area, or under supervision at the 
Auckland Domain.

Camps and trips
These ancillary activities are  purposefully 
selected to promote curiosity and 
wholeheartedness. They provide opportunities 
for adventure and challenge, personal and social 
development, and building leadership skills.  
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In Middle School, students are taught by specialist teachers in 
our modern subject-specific learning facilities. They are offered 
opportunities to extend their talents or receive extra support.

Developing
a broad base

These years form the basis for senior study 
and qualifications. Work covered previously is 
consolidated, and new subject areas are developed. 
The programme is broad-based to advance the 
diverse skills required for senior-level study.

Homework is set on a regular basis, and ongoing 
assessments are conducted in each subject. School 
examinations are in terms two and four.

Reports on every student’s progress are provided 
twice a year, and are supported by parent–teacher 
interviews, or by phone or email at other times. 

Enrichment and extension
Gifted and talented students are extended  
through a differentiated teaching programme.

The opportunity to advance to higher levels in 
mathematics in Years 9 and 10, and science in 
Year 10, is available to students who meet pre-
requisites. Advanced Year 10 maths students will 
have the opportunity to sit Cambridge IGCSE.

Camps in Years 7 & 9
These camps are purposefully selected to promote 
friendships and social skills through team-building 
activities at the key entry points of Years 7 and 
9. New friendships are established, and existing 
friendships strengthened by connections made 
during a range of fun outdoor activities and  
shared challenges.
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Students in Years 12 and 13 attend classes at ACG Parnell 
College, Senior Campus – a modern purpose-built facility just five 
minutes’ walk from the Primary School and Titoki campuses.

A pre-university
approach

This unique learning environment is designed to 
meet the specific needs of senior students.

We offer a globally recognised qualification 
pathway through the Cambridge International 
curriculum. Senior students are prepared for 
excellence in their A-Level examinations and 
encouraged to take responsibility for their own 
learning as a way of preparing for further study at 
university and beyond.

In Year 11, students start specialising in subject 
areas. With the help of teaching staff, students 
choose five IGCSE subjects. AS-Level subjects are 
available if students meet prerequisites.

In Years 12 and 13, students work towards 
their A-Level qualification. An A-Level grade is 
calculated as a combination of a student’s marks 
from AS-Level and A2-Level. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AS is a qualification in its own right – your child 
may stop studying a subject at the end of AS if 
they wish. A2 denotes the second year of a full 
A-Level course. ACG Parnell College provides 
an extensive range of subject areas, with 23 AS 
courses and 23 full A-Level courses. 
 
Most students at this level take four subjects 
a year. Year 12 courses usually consist of all AS 
subjects, while Year 13 courses may include either 
AS or A2 subjects. 
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Years 12–13 (Cambridge A-Level)

Compulsory

AS-Level English language or English literature

Optional

AS-Level (choose three) 
A2-Level (choose three or four)

Accounting English language

Art & design English literature

Biology Geography

Business History

Chemistry Mathematics

Chinese Music

Classic studies Physical education

Computing Physics

Digital media & design Psychology

Design & technology Sociology

Drama Spanish 

Economics

Year 11 (IGCSE Level)

Compulsory

English language & English  
literature or NCEA English  
(by invitation)

Mathematics

Optional (choose three)

Accounting Economics 

Art & design Geography

Biology History

Business Music

Chemistry Physical education

Chinese Physics

Computer science Spanish

Design & technology

Note: It is possible to study a fourth optional subject  
with the Dean’s approval.

Senior School

The school’s tuition may be delivered in the classroom, online or through a combination of the two.   
Subject availability may vary from year to year.

Years 7–10

Chinese Music/Visual art

Computer science Physical education/Health

Dance Science

English Spanish

Humanities Speech/Drama

Mathematics

Plus IGCSE for students in Year 10 Advanced Maths. 

Middle School Senior School continued
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The choice of extracurricular activities is subject to change,
in line with student interest.

Arts and Music

Annual music production Choir Jazz combo

Art club Concert band Kapa haka

Big band Drama club Manu tioriori

Big sing Glee choir Symphony orchestra

Chamber orchestra Jazz band

Activities

ACE  Craft club  IYPT Senior book club

Biology club  Cyber security  Junior physics club Spanish club

Book club Debating club  Kids lit quiz  Study techniques 

Brain Bee Design technology club  Korean beginners/advanced club  Table top gaming club

Bridge club  DnD club  Maths Olympiad club T-book club

Calligraphy/bullet journals Duke of Edinburgh scheme  Maths problem solving club  Teams chess

Chess club  Eat the World Media club Theatresports 

Chinese club  Enviro club  Model UN  Typing club 

Chinese news club History club  Overload  VEX robotics club

Christian union  Human Benchmark Photography club  Warhammer club

Christian worship band  IB support group  Robotics

Coding club  Indian club  Science club

Colang club International student support group  Short film club
Availability may vary from year to year depending on student interest and staff availability.
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The following sports are indicative of the range we offer.
The choice of extracurricular activities is subject to change,
in line with student interest.

Primary sports

Our Primary School Sports Programme is currently run by Kelly Sports who offer a variety of 
different after-school sports each term.

College sports

Archery  Golf  Sailing 

Athletics  Gymnastics  Snow sports

Badminton  Handball  Squash

Basketball  Health & fitness  Swimming

Cheerleading  Hockey  Table tennis

Cricket  Kung fu  Tennis

Cross country  Mountain biking  Touch rugby 

Cycling  Netball  Triathlon

Duathlon  NZ AIMS Games Volleyball

Fitness clubs  Orienteering  Weightlifting 

Football  Rowing  Y7/8 Eastern Zone tournaments

Futsal  Running 

Availability may vary from year to year depending on student interest and staff availability.

We believe that physical 
exercise is essential for mental 
and psychological wellbeing, 
and that participation in team 
sports is important for healthy 
teenagers.

We currently offer the following sports: 
archery, badminton, basketball, cricket, 
cycling, football, futsal, hockey, kung fu, 
mountain biking, netball, orienteering, 
skiing, squash, table tennis, tennis and 
volleyball.

The values that students develop 
through participation and competition 
– commitment, teamwork, resilience, 

perseverance, respect, loyalty and 
integrity – reflect our school values and 
help set them up for life.

Our sports teams are coached 
and managed by a combination of 
professional staff and volunteers, 
many of whom are former ACG Parnell 
students who are looking to give back 
to the school.

General sports information, highlighting 
individual sports code details, news, 
awards and more can be found here:

www.sporty.co.nz/acgparnell

Being in a sports team is a 
great mix of hard work and 
fun, especially when we 
travel to competitions.

“

”

Being in a sports team is a great mix of hard work and fun, 
especially when we travel to competitions.
“

”
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The performing arts are highly 
valued at our school, with 
exceptional staff and facilities 
dedicated to students’ artistic 
and creative development.

Students can learn a musical 
instrument as part of our curriculum's 
itinerant teaching programme, or take 
advantage of the Epsom Music School 
– Parnell Academy.

We offer a range of ensemble activities 
to suit classical, jazz or rock musicians 
including concert band, big band and 
a full symphony orchestra. These are 

opportunities for all students from 
beginner to elite. Our annual musical 
production provides singers, dancers, 
actors, musicians and stage crew with 
a chance to learn and perform in a 
large-scale event.

Our music department is well equipped 
with the latest in musical production 
software and technology.

Drama enthusiasts can get involved 
in senior and junior drama club meets, 
competitive or general theatresports, 
and regional and national Shakespeare 
Festival competitions.

The performing 
arts have given me 
the confidence to 
find my voice and 
clearly express my 
opinions.

“

”

Our leadership programme identifies 
and nurtures potential student leaders 
to help them develop meaningful 
management skills through experience.

Leadership development opportunities are 
available throughout your child's ACG education. 
Students are encouraged to contribute to school 
life by representing their peers, leading sports 
teams, or taking on more formal leadership roles. 

On a personal level, your child can also learn to 
serve and share through peer tutoring or buddy 
reading (helping other students to improve and 
achieve).

Students may be appointed as a Prefect or 
be peer-elected to the school council, allowing 

them to acquire valuable skills and embrace the 
wholehearted nature of our school.

Prefects and representatives
Students in Years 12 and 13 who are keen to take 
up a leadership role undergo a selection process 
from which we appoint our Head Prefects and 
Prefect team.

In Years 7 to 11, and in Senior School, students vote 
to select representatives on the student council.
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Easy access to the school
ACG Parnell is accessible from all parts of Auckland, 
with transport options including bus, train and ferry. 
The school is on the InnerLink bus route, connecting 
students to all trains, buses and ferries travelling 
into and out of the city. 

For more information on public transport services 
to and from school, visit the Auckland Transport 
website: at.govt.nz

Bus services
ACG Parnell operates a school bus service from the 
North Shore and Eastern Suburbs. 

Shared bus transport options from Western 
Suburbs are also available to students.

If you would like to know more about these options, 
or to book your child on one of the bus services, 
please contact us.

M
ap

Senior Campus
Years 12–13

Train Station

5 minutes

Primary Campus
Years 1–6

Titoki Campus
Years 7–11

Bus Stops

Train Station

ELS
3 months–5 years



With our central location, international 
curriculum and exceptional facilities, we 
are an inclusive community from all over 
Auckland. Our school comprises four 
campuses within walking distance of 
each other. 

A community connected  
by a common goal

At ACG Parnell, we are connected by the common goal 
of valuing education. Our students develop a passion for 
learning, reaching personal and academic success during 
their time with us.

Attractive and historic 
neighbourhood

Situated between the harbour and the Domain, Parnell 
is Auckland’s oldest suburb. Amenities neighbouring the 
school include the Domain sports grounds and Parnell 
Tennis Club and, in Newmarket, the Olympic Pools & 
Fitness Centre, movie theatres and shops. 

The Auckland War Memorial Museum is also a short 
walk from the school. Its Māori and Pacific collections 

are recognised as some of the finest in the world. The 
museum offers outstanding resources that provide 
further opportunities for your child to learn.

Events that build relationships

Supported by the Friends of Parnell group and our 
Prefects, we organise a number of events each year to 
maintain and develop our community. Many of these 
have a social focus,  such as our quiz night, open mic 
night and an annual welcome picnic. 

After-school care

After-school care is available for students in Years 1 to 6, 
and our library is open after school as a supervised study 
space for students in Years 7 to 13.

Uniform

Our uniform can be purchased through NZ Uniforms.

Lunches and food

Food is available to purchase from the school canteen in 
the Titoki Campus, and may be ordered online.O
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Guided Tours

See our school in action on a natural teaching 
day with a guided tour hosted by our Principal 
and members of the Senior Leadership Team — 
at 9.30am every Wednesday during term time. 
Bookings are essential. 
 

Open Days
Meet some of our students and staff as you 
explore the school. Check upcoming dates at 
parnellcollege.acgedu.com

ACG Student for a Day™

To see if ACG Parnell is the right fit for your 
child, let them spend a day with us as a 
student and experience the school first-hand.

Visit Us

Our Enrolments Manager can arrange a school 
visit at a time that suits you.

Email us on parnelladmissions@acgedu.com



parnellcollege.acgedu.com

Titoki Campus
2 Titoki Street

Senior Campus 
9 Davis Crescent

Primary Campus 
39 George Street

 

Early Learning School 
110 Park Road

 acgparnellcollege
  @acgparnellcol

Every effort was made to present accurate information in this document at the time of publication (July 2022). We reserve the right to amend this information when necessary.

Tel: +64 9 308 1666
Fax: +64 9 308 1668


